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Good K. Di LO”

January, the month of new beginnings, inspires us to strive for bet-
ter (m(i) brighter lives. We resoi)e (o improve our diets, moderate our
drinking, exercise more and spend less. And divorce? We split up in
such great numbers that ce/elg"ated New York divorce lawyer Raoul
Felder infamously quipped “tis the season " in a New York Post story on
the annual /)051-7;0’;1'(/2)/" “divorce-filing frenzy.”

But let’s ]face the facts. Divorce, a beginning begat by an end, is
npically a devastating experience for all parties involved. Theres
nothing better and brighter about it. In fact, long-term data about its
effects have moved respected social scientists on both sides of the politi-
cal spectrum to warn that our high divorce rate, which now hits about
40 percent annually according to most sources, is destructive to fami-
lies, and especially children. A recent policy brief co-written by Princ-
eton University and Brookings Institution contends that the “/l)z{gh LS,
rates 7[ family dissolution and lone-parent rearing impose large costs
on individuals and society:”

Closer to home, Circuit Court of Cook County Judge Michele Low-
rance, a_former domestic relations lawyer who serves in the divorce
division, has come to the same conclusion. But in her case, it's based
on the circumstances she's witnessed in her 15 years on the bench. “It
doesn t matter how long a couple has been married, or whether or not
they have kids,” she says. “The painful impact of divorce often leads
both parties to make Zad‘ choices that can have detrimental conse-
quences for everyone in a_family.”
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